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want to land that job you've been searching for? 
Friday, Sep. 26 2008 

You're in the shower, and you hear the kids fighting over which channel to  

watch. Then your teenage daughter bursts into the bathroom announcing there's  

"some guy on the phone." You take the call — and realize the man on the other  

end of the line is a potential employer for a job you've applied for, sounding  

as confused as you do embarrassed. 

 

That's just one example of a humiliating job-hunting mistake pulled from the  

recently published "Job Search Bloopers: Every Mistake You Can Make on the Road  

to Career Suicide … and How to Avoid Them." 

 

To sidestep the above blunder, job seekers should establish a strong support  

system and make sure their families are aware they are expecting a  

life-altering phone call, according to one of the book's authors, Laura  

DeCarlo. All calls should be handled professionally; if that's impossible on a  

home line, then set up a voice mailbox, call forwarding or special ringtone on  

a cell phone. 

 

"There are so many outrageous ways to mess up getting the job you want," said  

DeCarlo, president of Melbourne, Fla.-based Career Directors International.  

"It's the small details that can make or break the job search." 

 

Other examples in the book, drawn from real-life stories told by résumé writers  

and career coaches, include everything from those who go to job fairs  

unprepared to those who show up at a job interview ridiculously overdressed. 

 

"With this book, we hoped to take stories that are frustrating and even torture  

to endure, but feed them back to the reader as tips for what to avoid in a way  

that will make them laugh rather than cry," DeCarlo said. 

 

The Associated Press 

 

If you enjoy reading about interesting news, you might like the 3 O'Clock Stir from  

STLtoday.com. Sign up and you'll receive an email with unique stories of the day,  
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every Monday-Friday, at no charge.  

Sign up at http://newsletters.stltoday.com 
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